
Better content 
1). Capital punishment goes against almost every religion. 

Almost all religious groups in the United States regard executions as immoral. 

2). Mentally ill people are executed. 
One out of every ten who has been executed in the United States since 1977 is 
mentally ill, according to Amnesty International and the National Association on 
Mental Illness. 

3). The death penalty is racist. 

Of the over 18,000 executions that have taken place in this country’s history, only 
42 involved a white person being punished for killing a Black person. More than 
20 percent of Black defendants executed since 1976 were convicted by all-white 
juries. 

In 1972, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that death penalty laws in the U.S. were 
unconstitutional, in part because capital punishment was rife with racial 
disparities. 

(Deathpenaltyinfo.org, 2017) 

4). The death penalty condemns the innocent to die. 

Since 1973, 123 people in 25 states have been released from death row with 
evidence of their innocence. Criminologist Michael Radlet notes that between 
1900 and 1992, there were 416 documented cases of innocent persons who have 
been convicted of murder or capital rape—a third of whom were given a death 
sentence. He discovered that in 23 of these cases, the person was executed. 

(Deathpenaltyinfo.org, 2017) 

5). The death penalty is not a deterrent to violent crime. 

If anything, credible evidence points in the other direction. One study by Thorsten 
Sellin found that between 1989 and 2002, California (one execution), Texas (239 
executions) and New York (no executions) all had almost identical patterns of 
murder rates from year to year-—though overall, Texas’ average was highest. 

(Deathpenaltyinfo.org, 2017) 



6). The death penalty is “cruel and unusual punishment.” 

In April 2005, in the British medical journal The Lancet, a team of medical 
researchers found serious flaws in how lethal injections were being administered, 
causing extreme suffering to the prisoners being executed. The report found “that 
in 43 of the 49 executed prisoners studied the anesthetic administered during 
lethal injection was lower than required for surgery. In 43 percent of cases, drug 
levels were consistent with awareness.” 

7). The death penalty fails to recognize that guilty people have the potential to 
change, denying them the opportunity to ever rejoin society. 

There is countless amount of the examples when prisoners after horrible 
conditions in jails after leaving it change their attitude and lives. 

Martinez’s story 
One of the most discussed execution in press was an execution that took place in 
Guatemala in 1998. Manuel Martinez Coronado was sentenced to the first lethal injection 
in the country. Manuel Martinez Coronado admitted to killing seven members of a 
family, including four minors in May 1995. His last wish was to marry the mother of his 
children and that happened 26 hours before his death. 
 
Outside the Pavon prison, a queue of photographers and reporters fought for the best 
pictures of the death chamber. Not only the reporters but also Manuel’s wife and children 
were watching the head of their family dying. 

Martinez was strapped to a special bed and then sedated with the lethal mixture 
containing three components. The execution was broadcasted on TV and thousands of 
Guatemala people were following the translation in shocked. 

The murderer cannot be justified of course. Nevertheless, this story shows to what extent 
people can be unhuman – translating the death of the Manuel for thousands of people is 
horrifying. Manuel’s left family is one of hundreds examples where people continue living 
without a hope to see their relatives at least in jail. Moreover, the justice makes mistakes 
and innocent people spend years  in prisons waiting in fear for the death penalty for the 
crime they did not commit, hoping the court will acquit them. 

Death penalty is now the relic of the past, and the majority of countries has already got 
rid of it. We hope that USA will join them, won’t you? 

 


